it, he said that the ?nistry told him it would come all right in the plastering;" now this is generally what ulcers and wounds of a light description do, but how often do we see the dirt and " plastering," as done by the mehters and shop coolies of a hospital,cause large wounds to coma anything lint right. It seems as if there were only two great methods of dressing in common use in this counfcr}', ?either plastering with some emplastrum simplex, or smearing a piece of lint with carbolic oil and putting it over the wound. In this paper it is proposed to point out in some degree the principles on which dressings should be conducted, and the theories, good or bad, which, it seems to me, should guide the adoption of each particular practice in different sets of cases. The subject, though not very abstruse, is one on which our ideas are apt to bo loose, and require systematizing. Another important point, which will be noticed in going along, is the proper preparation of lotions. For instance, that useful and in proper cases most efficacious dressing, carbolic acid, is not once in ten thousand cases properly concocted ; and as this is the dressing which is applied mostly to all small sores and ulcers, not of sufficient importance to be brought to the notice of the surgeon, by the hospital menials, it would be well that the surgeon should instruct the underlings how it is rightly made, and take an occasional look at the stock bottle, that he may judge if his orders are being carried out. To carry the argument for need of supervision out still further, I will take it as an economical measure, and in no case better exemplified than by this drug?carbolic acid. It is applied in direct defiance of all antiseptic principles, the very heart and soul of which is contained in the condition?cleanliness ; no attempt is made to clean the part around the wound, far less to make it antiseptic, and yet I have heard even surgeons saying that they treated cases antiseptically, when omitting the very first step on the road to successful antiseptic treatment. Carbolic acid ig an expensive medicine, and when the fact that carbolic lotions are not properly made in almost any hospital is taken into account, and that the good effects obtained in cases of small ulcers and wounds could be equally secured by cold water, or plain oil dressings, it would be a saving to the State, and no detriment to the patient, to interdict its use in such cases altogether, and keep it for severe and important, case, as it is an expensive dressing when applied in accordance with true Listerian principles.
In all attempts to systematize a subject the first thing to be done is to establish certain classes or heads under which the various drugs may be grouped. The ing is a rough one which admits of being elaborated and worked out, but for the purposes of this paper will be sufficient. Many of these drugs although possessing the distinctive character of the headings under which they are tabulated, possess, in addition, other qualities which entitle them to be regarded as coming under another class. Yet classifying them according to their more prominent actions is simpler, than septics. When any nerve or its branches is irritated, the first effect of this irritation is stimulation or increased action, and this effect is purely local, and continues to remain local unless it is of such intensity as to produce tetanic conditions in the nerve centres.
For instance when a small hole is made in a piece of card-board placed over the membrane of a frog's foot, and through this round hole some irritating substance, such as mustard, is dropped, then increased action in the blood vessels is seen, and this is entirely confined to the spot which has been unprotected by the card board, stopping abruptly at its circumference, at which point the blood vessels remain in their natural condition.
After the irritation has been continued some time longer the point of stimulation is passed, and instead of excitement or over-action, weakness and paralysis through over stimulation sets in. It is this period of over stimulation which is set up and kept up by various irritating substances that the whole object of antiseptic treatment aims at combating.
The following maxim should .always bo well remembered in all cases, surgical and medical, requiring treatment.
Stimulation at first means strength.
Continued stimulation means weakness.
In connection with this subject the well known "germ theory" is aiways brought up, as if there were in reality some poisonous or noxious germs floating about in the air, which are always ready to start an action inimical to life, or to the tissues of the body. That this theory is carried beyond all reason by many people is apparent, and beyond what I believe the apostle of it, Lister, holds. If these noxious substances were so plentiful and powerful, their action on the minute and delicate capillaries of the lungs, into contact with which they must be taken by myriads every hour of our lives, would be disastrous, setting up innumerable inflammations and congestions. These so called "germs" consist, as depicted by Pasteur, very frequently of starch granules, fibres of cotton, pieces of carbon, &c., but in addition there were certain germinating substances such as spores of algte, &c.. in suspension, which, when they come across a suitable nidus, germinate and irritate. In a wound or ulcerated surface there is a space of circumscribed irritation. And of course from "the solutions of continuity" of the natural protecting surface, the skin, numerous small ends of nerves are bared and exposed to the irritating influences of external substances. These keeping up a continual stimulation cause weakness in the action of healing by natural process, the outward and manifest sign of which weakness is the production of pus. If by any means, whether antiseptic or protective, we can avoid this irritation, it naturally follows that we will have no pus or suppuration, and a much more rapid healing of wounds. The organised matters in the air when they are received in this nidus germinate, therefore if by any antiseptic method we can reduce these living germinating particles present in the air to a state of inertia, by killing these we certainly get rid of one great irritating substance, viz. the pus itself.
Under this heading come another class of substances which would be more properly described as preservatives, and whose action seems to be more particularly exerted on the tissues themselves than on the substances coming in contact with them, and whose application is indicated in cases in which the ordinary antiseptic remedies could not be applied. With these few general remarks on the general principles which should guide us in using antiseptic dressings, I will proceed to give a short resume of each particular drug, as to its specific action, the simplest and most efficacious method of applying it, and the cases in which, in my\jpin/on, it is most suitable.
To be continued.) \
